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Introducing IMEKO
The International Measurement Confederation (IMEKO) has its offices based in Budapest, Hungary, and is a non-governmental federation of (presently) 39 national Member Organisations that are each concerned with measurement and the advancement of measurement technology. The UK Member Organisation is the Institute of Measurement and Control. IMEKO was founded in 1958 and its mission is to foster the "promotion of international interchange of scientific and technical information in the field of measurement and instrumentation and the enhancement of international co-operation among scientists and engineers from research and industry". Though the Member Organisations provide the fees that constitute the financial means required for the operation of the Secretariat, all the Officers of IMEKO serve on an honorary basis (i.e. unpaid), much like the Officers of the Member Organisations themselves.
The activities of IMEKO are performed via the 24 Technical Committees (TCs) who each have a Chairman, Scientific Secretary and Treasurer -with each Chairman being invited to attend IMEKO Board meetings. Table 1 below provides a summary of these TCs.
Each of the TCs organise and support scientific meetings and workshops at regular intervals, with normal practice being to publish papers in IMEKO proceedings of the events. Every three years there is also an IMEKO World Congress at which each of the TCs participate. In September 2012 the XX IMEKO World Congress will take place in Busan, South Korea, following recent successful events in Lisbon, Portugal (2009), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (2006) and Dubrovnik, Croatia (2003) .
As well as publishing the proceedings of the IMEKO World Congress in a series called Acta IMEKO, a journal called Measurement is its official publication outlet. In fact Measurement is well known to us at the Institute, as not only is it published in the UK by Elsevier (Oxford), the Chairman of the Editorial Board is Prof Ken Grattan from City University and one of our Past-Presidents.
If anyone wants to get involved with IMEKO activities, the door should be relatively easy to open! For instance not all TCs have UK representation -if you wish to fulfil this role it would be appreciated if you contact Peter Martindale in the first instance. You can be added as a 'friend' to any of the TCs by contacting the relevant Scientific Secretary -this means that your name and details will be added to a contact list for notification of forthcoming activities etc.
The gateway for further information is the IMEKO website where you can find the contact details of all the TCs as well as the links to the more specific TC websites -www.imeko.org/ Have fun!
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